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Letter from Arius to Alexander Bishop of Alexandria c.320 AD 95 

 96 
Text taken from J. Stevenson, A New Eusebius: Documents illustrating the history of the 97 
Church to AD 337 (London: SPCK, 1987), pp.326-7 98 
 99 
 100 
To our blessed Pope and Bishop Alexander, the Presbyters and Deacons send greeting in 101 
the Lord. 102 
 103 
Our faith from our forefathers, which we have learned also from you, Blessed Pope, is this: 104 
We acknowledge One God, alone unbegotten, alone everlasting, alone unbegun, alone true, 105 
alone having immortality,1 alone wise, alone good, alone sovereign; judge, governor, and 106 
administrator of all, unalterable and unchangeable, just and good, God of Law and 107 
Prophets and New Testament; who begat an Only-begotten Son before eternal times, 108 
through whom he has made both the ages and the universe; and begat him not in semblance, 109 
but in truth: and that he made him subsist at his own will, unalterable and unchangeable; 110 
perfect creature of God, but not as one of the creatures; offspring, but not as one of things 111 
that have come into existence; 112 
 113 
nor as Valentinus pronounced that the offspring of the Father was an issue; nor as 114 
Manichaeus taught that the offspring was a portion of the Father, consubstantial 115 
(homoousios); or as Sabellius, dividing the Monad, speaks of a Son-and-Father; nor as 116 
Hieracas, of one torch from another, or as a lamp divided into two; nor that he who was 117 
before, was afterwards generated or new-created into a Son, as you too yourself, Blessed 118 
Pope, in the midst of the Church and in session have often condemned; but, as we say, at 119 
the will of God, created before times and before ages, and gaining life and being and his 120 
glories from the Father, who gave real existence to those together with him. For the Father 121 
did not, in giving to him the inheritance of all things, deprive himself of what he has 122 
ingenerately in himself; for he is the Fountain of all things. 123 
 124 
Thus there are three Subsistences (hypostaseis). And God, being the cause of all things, is 125 
unbegun and altogether sole but the Son being begotten apart from time by the Father, and 126 
being created and found before ages, was not before his generation; but, being begotten 127 
apart from time before all things, alone was made to subsist by the Father. For he is not 128 
eternal or co-eternal or co-unoriginate with the Father, nor has he his being together with 129 
the Father, as some speak of relations, introducing two ingenerate beginnings, but God is 130 
before all things as being Monad; and Beginning of all. 131 
 132 
Wherefore also he is before the Son, as we have learned also from your preaching in the 133 
midst of the Church. Even as then from God he has being, and glories and life, and all 134 
things are delivered unto Him, in such sense is God his Origin. For he is above him, as 135 
being his God and before him. But if the terms from him2 and from the womb3 and I came 136 
forth from the Father and I come4 be understood by some to mean as if a part of him, being 137 
consubstantial, or as an issue, then the Father is according to them compounded and 138 
divisible and alterable and material, and, as far as concerns them, undergoes what is 139 
appropriate to a body, who is the Incorporeal God. 140 
 141 

 
1 Timothy 6.16 
2 Romans 11.36 
3 Psalm 110.3 – “I have begotten you from the womb before the morning” 
4 John 16.28 

 

 

 

 


