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The Hallowing of Humanity 

 

Christ’s death is not a ransom, but for the sanctification of 
humanity 

 
To Whom was that Blood offered that was shed for us, and why was It shed? I mean 
the precious and famous Blood of our God and High priest and Sacrifice. We were 
detained in bondage by the Evil One, sold under sin, and receiving pleasure in 
exchange for wickedness. Now, since a ransom belongs only to him who holds in 
bondage, I ask to whom was this offered, and for what cause? 
 
If to the Evil One, fie upon the outrage! If the robber receives ransom, not only from 
God, but a ransom which consists of God Himself, and has such an illustrious 
payment for his tyranny, a payment for whose sake it would have been right for him 
to have left us alone altogether. 
 
But if to the Father, I ask first, how? For it was not by Him that we were being 
oppressed; and next, On what principle did the Blood of His Only begotten Son 
delight the Father, Who would not receive even Isaac, when he was being offered 
by his Father, but changed the sacrifice, putting a ram in the place of the human 
victim? 
 
Is it not evident that the Father accepts Him, but neither asked for Him nor 
demanded Him; but on account of the Incarnation, and because Humanity must be 
sanctified by the Humanity of God, that He might deliver us Himself, and overcome 
the tyrant, and draw us to Himself by the mediation of His Son, Who also arranged 
this to the honour of the Father, Whom it is manifest that He obeys in all things?1 

 
 

Christ “the Being” came to restore our well-being 

 
God was manifested to man by birth. On the one hand Being, and eternally Being, 
of the Eternal Being, above cause and word, for there was no word before The Word; 
and on the other hand for our sakes also Becoming, that He Who gives us our being 
might also give us our Well-being, or rather might restore us by His Incarnation, 
when we had by wickedness fallen from wellbeing.2 

 
 

Perhaps he goes to sleep… 

 
Perhaps [Christ] goes to sleep, in order that He may bless sleep also; perhaps He 
is tired that He may hallow weariness also; perhaps He weeps that He may make 
tears blessed.3 

 
1 Or. 45.22 (NPNF2, Vol.7, p.431a-b) 
2 Or. 38.3 (NPNF2, Vol.7, p.345b) 
3 Or. 37.2 (NPNF2, Vol.7, p.338b) 
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